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Membrane Protein Laboratory 
Application for a research visit/Collaboration to the MPL

Once completed please return this form by email to the MPL group leader: isabel.de-moraes@diamond.ac.uk and also send a signed copy by post to:

Dr Isabel Moraes, Membrane Protein Laboratory,Diamond Light Source Ltd, Harwell Science and Innovation Campus, Chilton, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11 ODE, England.
	Principal investigator information:

	Title:….. Initials:…….…First name:……….…………………………Known as: ……………….……….....

Surname:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..,.

	Date of Birth (for computer access): …………
	Establishment:………………………………………..
Department:…………………………………………...

Building No:……………………………………………

Building Name:………………………………………..
Street:…………………………………………………...

District: …………………………………………………

Town/city:………………………………………………

Province/County/State:………………………………

Country: ………………………………………………..

PostCode/ZipCode: …………………………............

	Gender: …………………………………………….
	

	Status: (Select from: Academic staff, Diamond staff, Research Council staff, Industry, Government): ………………………………………………………
	

	Tel No: …….………………………………………
	

	FAX: ….……………………………………………
	

	Email address: ……………….……………………………………..
	


	Proposed MPL visitor information:

	Title: …..…Initials:…….…First name:……….…………………………Known as: ……………….……….

Surname:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..,.

	Date of Birth (for computer access): …………
	Establishment:………………………………………..
Department:…………………………………………...

Building No:……………………………………………

Building Name:………………………………………..
Street:…………………………………………………...

District: …………………………………………………

Town/city:………………………………………………

Province/County/State:………………………………

Country: ………………………………………………..

PostCode/ZipCode: …………………………............

	Gender: …………………………………………….
	

	Status: (Select from: Academic staff, Post-doc, Research Student, Diamond staff, Research Council staff, Industry, Government, Student)

………………………………………………………
	

	Tel No: …….………………………………………
	

	FAX: ….……………………………………………
	

	Email address: ……………….……………………………………..
	


Note: If co-applicants or additional visitors are required, please copy the tables above and add the relevant information. 
The current status of the project:

Please note you do NOT need to answer all of these questions, but accurate replies will help us to assess how we can best help you and how long a visit would be useful. If you wish to bring more than one protein/project, please describe all projects in one application, rather than submitting several applications. There should be one application for each proposed visit. 

	Title of proposal: 



	Scientific case:

Please describe the scientific relevance of the project (in 300 words or less).



	Expression:

Have you attempt to express your target protein? How well is the protein expressed (mg/L of culture). Which expression system do you use (cells/media/temp) and what scale of expression have you tried (e.g. 1 litre or 50 litres)?



	Purification:

Do you have purified protein, how pure is it and what is the yield from a prep? What concentration of protein have you achieved without significant precipitation? 



	Stability:

How stable is the protein at room temperature/4ºC/-20ºC and which detergents have you tried?



	Crystallisation: 

What, if any, previous crystallisation experiments have you attempted? Do you already have poorly diffracting crystals, which you wish to optimize at the MPL? 




	Work proposed in the MPL at Diamond:

	What experiments would you like to perform during your visit to the MPL at Diamond? This could be initial crystallisation trials, optimization of poorly diffracting crystals or everything from expression to crystallisation. 



	Are there any specific techniques or skills you are interested in learning ? 



	Are there any particular pieces of equipment you want to use (PX scanner, fluidigm, Rhombix, or other robotics? 



	How long would you like to spend at Diamond (visits from a single day, up to a few months are possible, repeat visits are also possible)?



	Please describe the level of experience of the person who would visit Diamond. Are they a first year PhD student with limited lab experience or someone who has been crystallizing proteins for years. How much supervision would they need? 


	Do you want to bring genetically modified organisms to Diamond for protein expression, this includes cell pellets where the cells are not already lysed?  If so, you will have to complete a GMO risk assessment, which will be sent to you in advance of your experiment and this must be completed and signed off by Imperial College and Diamond before your visit can start. 



	Will the results from research performed in the MPL be published as soon as possible? If not, please give details of any conditions preventing or limiting publication. Also, will structures resulting from work in the MPL be deposited in the protein databank and released, together with structure factors, upon publication? 



	Do you agree to acknowledge the MPL and MPL staff in papers resulting from work at the MPL?  MPL staff can also be included as authors on publications when appropriate, by mutual agreement. 

Yes / No



	The MPL does not have funds to cover the cost of travel, accommodation and consumables. Do you undertake to pay these general consumables and £20 per crystallisation plate used and a charge for use of fluidigm chip lanes?

Yes / No 



	The principle investigator and the proposed visitor agree to abide by Diamond and Imperial Colleges terms and conditions and to comply with all safety regulations provided by both DLS and Imperial College London as set out in the document .pdf available on the MPL website:

www.diamond.ac.uk/MPL. 

Yes / No



	Signature of proposed visitor:                                                               Date:

	Signature of principle investigator: 
                                          Date:


Notes on visiting the MPL:

What the MPL offers

· Please note that the MPL provides training in techniques and access to equipment.

· We will do our best to help you to obtain and improve your crystals of your membrane protein and to advance your research. 

· We cannot however guarantee that you will leave the lab with crystals that diffract to high resolution.

Expenses

· TBA
Accommodation

· MPL users will be able to use Ridgeway House, the guest house on site at Diamond and will be able to book accommodation through the User Office at Diamond, once time at the MPL is allocated.  MPL users will be charged at the standard rate of £58/night for use of the guest house.

· (http://www.scitech.ac.uk/About/Find/Ridge/Introduction.aspx).

· Alternative cheaper accommodation may be available to rent in the area.  This enquiry should be directed to the MPL staff.

Safety documentation

· Applicants are asked to complete the “MPL proposal risk assessment” (ERA) form which can be downloaded from the website. 

· Visitors may be required to complete a further experimental risk assessment (ERA) prior to their arrival at the MPL.

· Please note that the Membrane Protein Laboratory and Diamond Light Source are only licensed for Containment Level 1. 
· This means we cannot currently accept any projects involving human (ACDP List) or animal (SAPO List) pathogens of higher than Hazard Group 1, genetically modified organisms assessed as a class higher than 1 (GM Risk Assessment) or any toxins or micro-organisms covered by Schedule 5 of the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act 2001 (ATCSA 2001). For more information on these catagories, please see the risk assessment form. 

· If genetically modified organisms are to be brought to the MPL, then visitors will have to provide a copy of their own GMO risk assessment and also complete the Imperial College London GMO risk assessment. This assessment has to be reviewed by Diamond and Imperial staff, so at least 2 month's advance notice may be necessary. 

· By completing this application, the visitor agrees to abide by Diamond and Imperial College safety regulations, copies of which will be provided on request. 

Confidentiality

· All information in this and subsequent forms will be treated as entirely confidential and will not be discussed outside the MPL and the Scientific Advisory Board. 

· It may not be possible to avoid overlap between projects that are brought to the MPL by visitors and projects that are being studied in the MPL. Where possible such overlaps will be made clear, although prior confidentiality agreements may make this impossible. If this is not possible, due to funder regulations, and a serious conflict of interest might arise, the issue should be discussed with members of the the MPL scientific advisory committee (please see the MPL website for names of SAC members). 
Publications

· All work should be published in peer-reviewed journals and deposited in freely available databases upon completion. 

· MPL staff and the Wellcome/MPL grant, reference 079209/Z/06/Z, should be mentioned in the acknowledgements of publications when results were obtained from work at the MPL. The MPL publication (when available) should be referenced as well. MPL staff may be included as authors on papers if they have made a significant contribution to the science on publications, by mutual agreement with the authors. 

· Users should inform MPL staff when they have a paper accepted for publication in which the MPL is acknowledged. 

Access to the MPL facility for industrial users. 
· If the proposed project is to be published in a peer-reviewed journal, without restrictions of more than 3 months delay on publication, then the project would be viewed as an academic collaboration and will be considered with other academic projects. 

· If the work proposed is not publishable or extensive restrictions apply before publication, then the project will be regarded as a commercial proposal and commercial rates will apply. 

· Please contact the MPL group leader, Dr Isabel Moraes, (isabel.de-moraes@diamond.ac .uk ) to discuss industrial projects. 

Deadlines for applications:

· The deadline for applications will be published on the MPL website: http://www.diamond.ac.uk/mpl/default.htm
· The deadline date and time relate to the version of the form sent by email. 

· The signed copy can arrive later. 

· Applications may be considered outside the application period for high impact and timely projects. Please contact the MPL group leader, if you have any questions. 






